
 

IOLA, KANSAS                          OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                        February 26, 2019 

  

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairperson 

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner Bruce Symes, Commissioner William H. “Bill” King and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk in the assembly room at the courthouse.     

 

Rick Danley, Iola Register, Nick Reynolds, The Humboldt Union, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County 

Sheriff, Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor, Calvin Parker, Robert and Juanell Garrett, 

citizens were present to observe the meeting.  

 

Chairman Daniels led the flag salute. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on February 19, 2019. 

Jerry Hathaway, Allen County Attorney, presented information and discussed a new paperless 

software system for his office to match up to the courts software system; it is called PROSECUTOR 

by Karpel Solutions.  The total cost of software is $45,475, not including the cost of computers.  

Discussion followed on software programs, procedures, equipment and costs.  Jerry requested 

commissioners to pay for a percentage of the installation so his funds are not depleted for 2019.  

Commissioners asked if they paid $23,000 if that would help.  Jerry allowed it would help him not 

to deplete his regular funds.  The company will come in and set up and train.  Sheriff Murphy 

asked if it would interface with law enforcements system.  Discussion followed on interfacing 

system and timing.  Jerry stated he would like to get Allen County’s system up and running as 

soon as they could.  Commissioner King moved to approve commissioners pay for half of the 

system out of the general fund.  Commissioner Symes seconded, motion passed 3-0-0.  Jerry 

thanked the commission for their support. 

 

Harry Holloway and Larry Walden joined the meeting.    

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported they have received the Caterpillar 

compactor in at the landfill.   

 

Mitch stated the plant in Ottawa finally started making asphalt again, but now the patching 

truck is down. Discussion followed on the possibility of Allen County making their own asphalt.  

Mitch will do some checking.  

 

Commissioner King discussed the speed limit through Petrolia. Discussion followed on changing it 

or not.  Sheriff Murphy explained a situation where a sign was changed and the outcry from the 

citizens to change it back.  No action at this time.  

 

Mitch stated Daren Petrowsky, KDOT Regional Representative, will be at the commission meeting 

on March 12, 2019.  Mitch will have ready the miles of road needed to be fixed in Allen County 

at that time.  

 

Kenny Baker, City of Gas Mayor, and Rhonda Hill, City of Gas Clerk, joined the commission 

meeting.  Mayor Baker explained he is submitting a proposal from Dale’s Sheet Metal, Inc. for 

$19,194.06 for heat and air for the Gas Community/Senior Center.    Allen County uses this 

building for election and Senior Center.  Mayor Baker asked the commission to consider 

purchasing these for the center.  Discussion followed on benefits.  Commissioner Symes asked if 



 

the City of Gas is able to provide any cost.  Mayor Baker stated the city would be appreciative 

of any financial aid since this was not a budgeted item for 2019. 

  

Commissioner King moved to approve Allen County to pay $19,194.06.  Commissioner Symes 

seconded, motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected 

personnel. Commissioner King seconded, motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk 

and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:02 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 9:07 a.m.  No action was taken. 

 

Commissioners discussed bids for lunch for the upcoming G-402 Class on April 23, 2019.  



 

 
Commissioners discussed the different options.  Commissioners approved the taco’s bar.  

 

Commissioner Symes reported he attended the Economic Advisory Board last week.  Discussion 

followed.  They had discussed business trade secrets in executive session.   

 

Counselor Johnson discussed the Fair Board work on the pig barn.  Bids will be sent to the County 

Clerk’s office for review.  

 

Counselor Johnson reported bids are due on the Airport Farm Land due February 28, at 10 a.m.  

So, the bids will be opened and discussed at next week’s commission meeting.  He reminded 

the commission they have the right to accept or reject any or all bids.  

 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege.  Commissioner Symes seconded, motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Alan Weber, Allen County 

Counselor, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:20 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:20 a.m.  No action was taken. 

 

Commissioners adjourned to the assembly room to discuss Mid States Zoning.   

 

Commissioners reconvened in the assembly room.   Cole Andersen, Phil Porter, Bob Henthorne, 

Dan Hurt, Rich Eckert, Mid States representatives, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works 

Director, Dave & Sue Scantlin, Wayne Riebel, Mike and Barbara Geffert, Sean Geffert, Travis 

White, Ernie Davidson, Dale & Deloris Wiles, land owners, Ronald Burris, lease quarry land, Curt 

Whitaker, Whitaker’s businesses, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, Larry Walden, citizen, 

joined the commission meeting for Mid States Zoning request discussion.   Chairman Daniels 

explained Terry Call, Zoning Administrator had a family commitment he needed to attend, but if 

anyone had questions, he could call him if anyone had questions for Terry.  There were none.  

 

Commissioner King stated he would be interested in listening to any comments should the public 

present have any.  Chairman Daniels stated that would be acceptable but to please keep 

them brief comments.   

 

Dale Wiles displayed a sign from Farm Bureau for his commitment to the land.  He ahs has been 

taking care of that land since 1962.  His wife’s family had owned the land for 140 years, but 

when the grandfather died in 1971, a sister inherited the hill; she sold it to Joe & Janie Works.  The 

Works cleaned out a lot of the area, planted walnut trees there.  They in turn sold it to John 

Quincey who must have sold to David Gant; it would have been listed as ag land.  He bought it 

as ag land and it should not be quarried. Allen County doesn’t need more quarries; they need 

to keep it pasture land.   

 



 

Rich Eckert commented he appreciated the good emotional plea but the land will look better 

when they are done that it does now.  He stated Gant should have approval to do what he 

wants with HIS land.  Quarries are ag land and will be farm land when they are done.  

 

Ronald Burris stated he is a veteran.  He leases the hill.  Ron commented the Constitution of the 

United States and the Bill of Rights are some of the things he fought for!  Freedom of your land, 

who can say what to do with our own land.  There is free enterprise in the USA.  He asked if 

Monarch would take all the shale off the area, they are current working on and will probably 

request to quarry it at some time down the road.  Ron reminded those present that he fought for 

landowners to have rights.  He commented on the past hearing where someone was 

concerned about antique property being destroyed, he said that’s not going to happen.  He 

asked what the country would be coming to if no one can do what they want with their own 

land. All the concerns people had stated where all “If’s”; what IF the world ended today! 

 

Larry Walden asked if Mid States could have a bond company issue them a bond for coverage 

if something was damaged?  Rich Eckert stated they are required by law to have reclamation 

bond.  

 

Calvin Parker stated the county appoints a zoning board for a reason so the Commission should 

follow their recommendation or the county won’t be able to get individuals to serve any longer.  

 

Ernie Davidson commented he lives in the area but evidently not close enough to be notified of 

the zoning hearing.  He explained Nelsons had been quarrying behind Dale Webb’s house years 

ago and when they blasted Larry Mueller had to go pick up goonies from his field – Dale 

stopped it (blasting).  There are reasons for the zoning board because people were doing 

whatever they wanted to do regardless of the neighbors, so zoning was established.  

 

Curt Whitaker stated people enjoy peace and quiet, that why they live there.  He would like to 

see the commissioners support the zoning board’s decision.   

 

David Scantlin stated Monarch is not blasting.  He reminded everyone that Monarch actually 

had two zoning hearings; the 1st was not approved, the 2nd was approved to take dirt out of the 

area.  

 

Dale Wiles requested people to look at south of Humboldt…quarries, to look east of 

Humboldt…quarries, there are no houses and Humboldt will eventually look like it has a mote 

around it.  People still want to find a peaceful place to build a home.  

 

Cole Anderson reminded all that Mid States would have a small operation; blasting every few 

years.  He also invited the commission to put Mid States on a 5-year review and close them 

down if not holding up to their side of the permit. 

 

Greg Kaufman asked if once a zoning is approved for quarrying you can’t deny the next person, 

then there would be any land within 5 miles to build a home.  

 

Commissioner King stated this isn’t the first-time quarries have been declined; there were two 

other a few years ago. 

Commissioner King moved to follow the Zoning Board’s recommendation to deny the 

Conditional Use Permit to D & D Propane, Inc and Mid-State Materials, LLC.  Commissioner Symes 

seconded the motion.  Commissioner Symes commented he appreciated everyone.  Chairman 



 

Daniels commented he was raised on “Quarries and Combines” but he also believes in the 

process.  The zoning board was through and he supports them.  Chairman Daniels called for a 

vote.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chairman Daniels stated the county does have an appeals process and if anyone was 

interested, they needed to visit with Counselor Robert Johnson, II.   Commissioners adjourned to 

the commission room.     

 

Commissioners reconvened in the commission room.   

   

Loren Korte and Matt Korte, Personnel Service Insurance (PSI), discussed renewal insurance for 

Allen County property and casualty. He explained the renewal and the difference between 

2018 and 2019.  

  

Discussion followed on replacement costs on the age of the vehicle.  He is adding the new 

traveling toilet and new compactor on later.  Loren explained building 2 -3% increase almost 

every year.  Counselor Johnson asked about the new ambulance buildings as built.  Loren 

stated call the constructors and see when building.  Discussion followed on new structures.  He 

reviewed each section in detail for the commission. 

 



 

Commissioner Symes asked about EMC Company and discussion followed. Loren explained 

claims paid out and premium paid in and the formula.  Commissioner Symes asked if there is 

training offered for employees.  Loren stated there is.   

 

Sheriff Murphy visited with Loren about EMC coverage for legal based guidelines/policies for jail 

liabilities.  Discussion followed.  Loren will check on this for Sheriff Murphy.   

 

Commissioner Symes moved to renew the policy with PSI at a cost of $173,988 for 2019.  

Commissioner King seconded, motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Sheriff Murphy presented on behalf of Angela Murphy, 911 Director, a Memorandum of 

Agreement (MOU) by and between Bourbon County Emergency Communications and Allen 

County Emergency Communications for approval.  Commissioners reviewed.   

  



 

  

 

Chairman Daniels moved to approve the MOU with Bourbon County.  Commissioner King 

seconded, motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commissioner Symes reported on the Bowlus strategic planning meeting; it was 5 hours training 

and there was lots discussed and learned.  He reported the Bowlus appreciates the support from 

the county.  

 

Commissioner King asked if he could attend the City of Moran council meetings.  Commissioners 

stated they appreciate his time.  

 

 



 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss security.  

Commissioner Symes seconded, motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman 

Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff and 

Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:40 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 10:45 a.m.  No action was taken. 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss security.  

Commissioner Symes seconded, motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman 

Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Alan Weber, Allen County Counselor, Bryan J. 

Murphy and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:46 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:51 a.m.  No action was taken. 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege.  Commissioner Symes seconded, motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 10:53 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:03 a.m.  No 

action was taken. 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Salem Township to replace Merle Beeman, Salem Township 

Treasurer since his death.  They nominated John Bilby former Salem Township Clerk to serve as 

Treasurer. Commissioner King moved to appoint John Bilby as Salem Township Treasurer.  

Commissioner Daniels seconded, motion passed 3-0-0. 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – 2/22/19-$146,127.66 & 2/25/19-$13,161.13  

b) Payroll – Mileage reimbursement for Bill King, Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, & 

Sherrie L. Riebel  

c) Payroll – transfer of leave 

d) Payroll – Process Servicers 

e) Journal Vouchers  - 2018 - #75 & 76, 2019-  

f) Abatements: RE Value 1415, $302.68, Yr 2018 

PP Value 2160, $325.84, Yr 2018 

       

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Symes moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner King seconded, and motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 

until March 5, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. in the Commission room of the courthouse.   

 

 

_____________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson              William H. King, Commissioner 

 

______________________________________              _____________________________________  

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   Bruce Symes, Commissioner 

 

 

  

 


